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SOVEREIGN LORD 


THE 


KING, 
And to His High and Honourable Council, the 
Lords andCommonsaſſembled in Parrament, 
T he bumble Petition of all the indigent and diſtreſſed 
Priſoners in L,udgate; London. 
Moſt Humbly ſkeweth, 


#- HAT tothis Priſon ſtands committed for Debt a great number of 
Free-men and Widows, which are in great necetfity and want, 
having not any thing left wherewithall to ſatisfy their Creditors, 
moſt of them having been Tradeſmen and Widows in this famous 
City 3 (and it is the Caſe ofmany Thouſands in the Kingdomey ) 
' whereas if they could but injoy their Liberty, they do reaſonably 
hope, that by their Care and Induſtry they might not onely maintain themſelves, 
but their Families alſo, which are now difirefſed and in want and might in ſeveral 
capacities become ſerviceable to their King and Countrey 3 whereas in their preſent 
Confined condition, they are rendred uncapable of ating as Free-men and. Widows, 
and are daily ſubjeced tothe ſevere and crucl mcuavcs uf Gaolers and their Abet- 
tors, whoſe Mercies are ſometimes Cruelties. And foraſmuch as many of Your 
Petitioners have been long Imprifoned, by that means many Families, which had 
their Dependence upon them, are alſo brought to Ruine, and expoſed to want; fo 
that thereby the Impriſoning of one Debtor hath produced the Continement of feve- 
rakwhich in ſome degree we humbly conceive may have been an occaſion of the pre- 
ſent Deadneſs and Badneſs of Trade, and hath brought upon us and the Kingdome 
ſeveral other Inconveniences and Evils. And becauſe our Deliverance (next to 
God) is fixed inthe Power and Pleaſure of Your MAJEST Y and in Your High 
and Great Councill of Parliament , we do therefore, in all humble Obedience, 
Supplicate and Implore Your MAJESTY and Both Houſes of Parliament, to. 
con(ider of the Cries, Tears, Sighs, Groans, Griefs, Sorrows and Diſtreſfes, of 
poor, pitifull Priſoners, and of our Importunity, with the cauſes thereof ; and re- 
member the records of Holy Writ, Tſaid, Te are Gods, &c. and for the Sighing of 
the Poor, and groaning of the Needy, now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord God Almighty. 
Oh that it might therefore be Your moſt Gracious Pleaſure, with Both Your Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, ſo to commiſerate and compaſſionate our pitifull Conditions, 
that an A& of Grace may be paſſed to all poor Priſoners throughout the King- 
dome, that have not wherewithall to pay their Debts, that they may be abſolately 
diſcharged from all Action and Actions, Writs, Attachments, Judgments , Exe- 
cutions, or any other Proceſs of Law or Equity whatſoever; and that this AR may 
paſs apart forthwith, for the Relief and Releaſing ofall the Free. men and Widows 
in Ledgate, and the Juriſdifion of Loxdox. By this means may the Bleſſing of the * 
Poor, the Widow and the Fatherle(s, come upori You. 


And Your Petitioners, as in duty bond, ſhall farther pray, &c. 
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